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 E-mail:  
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S U M M O N S 
 
 

MEETING: Licensing Board  
DATE: 16 October 2012 
TIME: 6.00pm 
PLACE: Council Chamber, Town Hall, Gosport
Democratic Services  contact: Lisa Young 

Please note: Confidential Documents 
referred to in the Private Hire Driver 
Application Reports in advance of the 
meeting by arrangement with Russell 
Bray, Senior Licensing Officer, Ext 5553 
during office hours 

 

 
 

LINDA EDWARDS 
BOROUGH SOLICITOR 

 
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 

 
The Mayor (Councillor Dickson) (ex officio) 

Chairman of P & O Board (Councillor Hook) (ex officio) 
 

 
Councillor Beavis (Chairman) 

Councillor Allen (Vice Chairman) 
 

Councillor Ms Ballard Councillor Jacobs 
Councillor Carter C K Councillor Mrs Morgan 
Councillor Mrs Cully Councillor Murphy 
Councillor Ms Diffey  Councillor Scard 
Councillor Hazel Councillor Mrs Wright 

 
FIRE PRECAUTIONS 

 
(To be read from the Chair if members of the public are present) 

 
In the event of the fire alarm sounding, please leave the room immediately. 
Proceed downstairs by way of the main stairs or as directed by GBC staff, following any of the 
emergency exit signs. People with disability or mobility issues please identify yourself to GBC 
staff who will assist in your evacuation of the building. 

 

Legal, Democratic and Planning Services Unit: Linda Edwards – Borough Solicitor 
Switchboard Telephone Number: (023) 9258 4242 
Britdoc Number: DX136567 Gosport 2   Website: www.gosport.gov.uk 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 
 

• If you are in a wheelchair or have difficulty in walking and require 
access to the Committee Room on the First Floor of the Town Hall 
for this meeting, assistance can be provided by Town Hall staff on 
request 

 
If you require any of the services detailed above please ring the Direct Line 
for the Democratic Services Officer listed on the Summons (first page). 

 
 

NOTE:  
 
i. Councillors are requested to note that, if any Councillor who is not a Member of the 

Board wishes to speak at the Board meeting then the Borough Solicitor is required to 
receive not less than 24 hours prior notice in writing or electronically and such notice 
shall indicate the agenda item or items on which the member wishes to speak.  

ii. Please note that mobile phones should be switched off for the duration of the meeting. 
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AGENDA 

  
 

RECOMMENDED 
MINUTE 
FORMAT 

 PART A ITEMS  
   
1. APOLOGIES FOR NON-ATTENDANCE  
   
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
   
 All Members present are reminded to declare, at this point in the 

meeting or as soon as possible thereafter, any disclosable 
personal interest in any item(s) being considered at this 
meeting. 

 

   
3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD HELD ON 4 

SEPTEMBER 2012 (copy herewith)  
 

   
4. DEPUTATIONS – STANDING ORDER 3.5  
   
 (NOTE: The Board is required to receive a deputation(s) on a 

matter which is before the meeting of the Board provided that 
notice of the intended deputation and its object shall have been 
received by the Borough Solicitor by 12 noon on Friday 12 
October 2012.  The total time for deputations in favour and 
against a proposal shall not exceed 10 minutes). 

 

   
5. PUBLIC QUESTIONS – STANDING ORDER 3.6  
   
 (NOTE: The Board is required to allow a total of 15 minutes for 

questions from Members of the public on matters within the 
terms of reference of the Board provided that notice of such 
Question(s) shall have been submitted to the Borough Solicitor 
by 12 noon on Friday 12 October 2012). 

 

   
6. REQUEST FOR A PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE TO BE ALLOWED 

TINTED WINDOWS 
 The report advises the Licensing Board of a request for a 

Private Hire Vehicle, licensed by Gosport Borough Council to 
have tinted rear passenger windows 

PART II 
Contact 
Officer 
R Bray  

Ext. 5553 
 

   
7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 Which the Chairman determines should be  considered, by 

reason of special circumstances, as a matter of urgency 
 

   
8. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC  
 To consider the following motion:  
   
 That in relation to the following item the public be excluded from 

the meeting, as it is likely, in view of the nature of the business 
to be transacted or the nature of the proceedings, that if 
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members of the public were present during this item there would 
be disclosure to them of exempt information within Paragraph 1 
of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972, 
and further that in all circumstances of the case, the public 
interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public 
interest in disclosing the information, for the reasons set out in 
the report. 

   
 PART B ITEM 

FOLLOWING THE EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

   
Item 
No. 

Item Paragraph no.1 of Part I of 
Schedule 12A of the Act 

 

9. Application for the grant of a 
Hackney Carriage driver’s licence 

Paragraph 1 
The report contains 
personal data which is 
identified as sensitive 
material. 

PART II 
Contact 
Officer 
R Bray 

Ext. 5553 

 
 



A MEETING OF THE LICENSING BOARD 
 

WAS HELD ON 4 SEPTEMBER 2012 
 

The Mayor (Councillor Dickson), Chairman of the Policy and Organisation 
Board (Councillor Hook) , Councillors Allen, Ms Ballard (P), Beavis 
(Chairman) (P), Carter CK, Mrs Cully (P), Ms Diffey (P), Hazel (P), Jacobs 
(P), Mrs Morgan (P) Murphy (P), Scard (P) and Mrs Wright (P).  
 
25. APOLOGIES 
  
Apologies for inability to attend the meeting were submitted on behalf of the 
Mayor and Councillors Allen and Carter CK.  
  
26. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
  
There were none.  
  
27. MINUTES 
  
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Board held on 
17 July 2012 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct 
record. 
  
28. DEPUTATIONS 
  
There were none. 
  
29. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
  
There were none. 
  

PART II 
 

30. REVISED  FAREHAM AND GOSPORT STATEMENT OF 
PRINCIPLES ISSUED UNDER THE GAMBLING ACT 2005 

 
Consideration was given to a report of the Community and Customer Services 
Manager requesting that the Licensing Board give consideration to the 
Revised Fareham and Gosport Statement of Principles issued under the 
Gambling Act 2005, which the Council was required to publish every three 
years, for use in connection with applications/reviews under the Gambling Act 
2005 (“Statement of Principles”). 

 
The Licensing Officer confirmed to the Board the proposed amendments and 
provided clarification on the additional paragraph relating to small lotteries.  
 
In answer to a Member’s question, the Licensing Officer advised that fixed 
betting terminals were located in licensed betting shops and were controlled 
by the Gambling Commission. In the event that there were any issues 
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surrounding such terminals, compliance managers could be consulted.  
 
RESOLVED: That the Revised Fareham and Gosport Statement of Principles 
issued under the Gambling Act 2005, which forms part of the report of the 
Community and Customer Service Manager be recommended to the Full 
Council for adoption for licences and permits issued under the Gambling Act 
2005. 
 
31. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 
  
RESOLVED: That in relation to the following items the public be excluded 
from the meeting, as it is likely, in view of the nature of the business to be 
transacted or the nature of the proceedings, that if members of the public 
were present during this items there would be disclosure to them of exempt 
information within Paragraph 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local 
Government Act 1972, and further that in all circumstances of the case, the 
public interest in maintaining the exemptions outweighs the public interest in 
disclosing the information, for the reasons set out in the reports. 
 
32. APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE 

DRIVER’S LICENCE. 
  
Consideration was given to an exempt report of the Community and Customer 
Services Manager advising the Board of an application for the granting of a 
Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence. 
 
RESOLVED: That the application for a Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence 
be refused.  
 
33. APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE 

DRIVER’S LICENCE. 
 
Consideration was given to an exempt report of the Community and Customer 
Services Manager advising the Board of an application for the granting of a 
Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence. 
 
RESOLVED: That the application for a Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence 
be approved. 
 

The meeting ended at 7.15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHAIRMAN 
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 AGENDA ITEM NO. 6 

  
Board/Committee: Licensing Board 
Date of Meeting: 16 October 2012 
Title: Request for a Private Hire Vehicle to be Allowed 

Tinted Windows 
Author: Customer & Community Services Manager 
Status: FOR DECISION 
  
Purpose
 The report advises the Licensing Board of a request for a Private 

Hire Vehicle, licensed by Gosport Borough Council to have tinted 
rear passenger windows 

 
  
Recommendation
 That the Licensing Board determines the request to have tinted rear 

passenger windows on an existing Private Hire Vehicle. 
  
  

1 Background
  

1.1 Gosport Borough Council as a licensing authority under the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 is responsible for 
licensing Private Hire Vehicles. Private Hire Vehicle Licenses may be 
granted in accordance with the Gosport Borough Council’s Private 
Hire and Hackney Carriage conditions. 

  
2 Report

  
2.1 An application for a Private Hire Vehicle license was received from 

Mr Paul Skittlethorpe on 22 August 2012 (attached as Appendix A) 
and was accompanied with a supporting letter (attached as Appendix 
B). The vehicle for which the application relates to is a BMW 730 LD 
and has been granted a Private Hire Vehicle License which will 
expire on 22 August 2013. Mr Skittlethorpe has requested and been 
granted an exemption under section 75(3) Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 from displaying the external and 
internal license plates as the vehicle is used exclusively for executive 
hire and Mr Skittlethorpe has signed an agreement (attached as 
Appendix C) to confirm that he will not operate the vehicle as a 
“standard” Private Hire Vehicle in the Borough of Gosport 

  
2.2 The vehicle meets all the criteria as laid down in the Gosport 

Borough Council Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Conditions for 
initial applications. The vehicle has factory fitted tinted rear 
passenger windows, but Mr Skittlethorpe would like to have 
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additional tinting applied to the rear windows to afford greater privacy 
for his clients. The law relating to tinted windows only affects the 
windscreen and front driver and passenger windows, the rear 
windows are excluded, an extract from the Direct Gov website 
detailing this is attached as Appendix D. 

  
2.3 Gosport Borough Council Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 

Conditions, Revised July 2008 Condition 3(xi) states, “tinted windows 
which prevent clear vision into the vehicle are not permitted except 
for stretched limousines (or in exceptional circumstances)” 

  
2.4 Should the Licensing Board be minded to grant this request the 

vehicle will continue to operate as a Private Hire Vehicle exempted 
from displaying licensing plates and the vehicle will be operating 
outside the Borough of Gosport. 

  
3 Risk Assessment

  
3.1  Any deviations from the Council’s stated conditions may bring the 

Council’s decision making process into question and devalue the 
Gosport Borough Council adopted the revised Hackney Carriage and 
Private Hire Conditions, Revised July 2008 . 

  
3.2 If the Council were to refuse the request for the vehicle to have tinted 

rear passenger windows, the vehicle would still operate as a licensed 
Private Hire Vehicle outside the Borough of Gosport but the lack of 
privacy may have a detrimental effect on Mr. Skittlethorpe’s business 
due to the loss of some clients. 

  
4 Conclusion

  
4.1 The Council has adopted conditions to ensure the safety of the 

travelling public in both Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicles 
in the Borough. 

  
  
Financial Services comments:  
Legal Services comments: The applicant has a right of appeal to the 

Magistrates’ Court in respect of a refusal 
by the licensing board to grant his 
application to have tinted rear passenger 
windows on his existing licensed Private 
Hire Vehicle. 
The Human Rights Act 1998 
The procedures adopted by the Board in 
determining the application for a Private 
Hire driver’s licence are believed to comply 
with Article 6, the right to a fair trial.  A 
formal appeal procedure against the 
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Board’s determination is provided via the 
Magistrate’s Court. 
 

Crime and Disorder: None 
Equality and Diversity: Compliant 
Service Improvement Plan 
implications: 

none 

Corporate Plan: n/a 
Risk Assessment: n/a 
Background papers: none 
Appendices/Enclosures:  

Appendix ‘A’ Application Form 
Appendix ‘B’ Request for Vehicle to have tinted 

windows 
Appendix C Exemption from displaying license plates 
Appendix D Extract from direct.gov.uk 

Report author/ Lead Officer: C Tizard 
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Appendix A 
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Appendix B 
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Appendix C 
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Appendix D 
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