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Welcome to our 
new mayor 
Te new Mayor of Gosport, Cllr Zoe Huggins, was 
welcomed at the frst full council session ever to be 
held online. 

Cllr Huggins, a Privett ward representative since 2016, is 
married to Darren, who will be her consort. 
Tey have two sons, Callum and Lewis. 

She qualifed as a sports therapist and worked in the 
sports and ftness industry before starting a career in 
further education. She spent three years working for the 
environmental charity Groundwork and is now head of 
Saints Learning, a training provider. 

She is chair of governors at St Vincent College, a trustee 
of the Lighthouse Learning Trust and a volunteer with 
Gosport Voluntary Action. 

Her charities include Oarsome Chance, which focuses 
on youth, skills and employment; Solent Mind, which 
supports people with mental health problems; and 
FirstLight Trust, which helps veterans of the armed forces 
and emergency services. 

She said: “While the pandemic continues, I think a big 
part of my role will be about recognising the uncertainty 
and fear that people are feeling. Fund-raising and other 
community events might look very diferent, but I’m still 
here to help.” 

New Mayor Zoe Huggins 
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Michelle and Neil Bunter, from Family Church Gosport, have been helping to deliver weekly hampers to families in need, as part of the local food partnership. 

Getting 
the help 
you need 

Te council and Gosport Voluntary Action are still 
working together to support local people in need 
during the pandemic. 

Our Gosport Community Response service ofers help 
including: 

• shopping and prescription collection 

• a shopping buddy if you are anxious about visiting the 
shop 

• regular friendly phone calls 

• support with internet shopping 

• help from the Gosport Food Partnership with essential 
supplies 

Te Food Partnership makes sure food gets to local people 
facing tough times during the pandemic. It brings together 
groups and organisations who have been working to 
provide food since the emergency began. 

Te partnership is preparing for increased local 
unemployment, and more demand during the winter 
from elderly and vulnerable people who are less able to 
queue outside shops. In the longer term, it aims to launch 
projects to reduce food waste, help residents grow their 
own food and boost healthy eating. 

Other sources of help 
• Find details of trusted community groups at 

www.gva.org.uk/coronavirus/local-updates 
or call the Community Helpline 

• If you need support or feel unsafe, call Hampshire 
County Council adult health and care on 0300 555 
1386 (out of hours 0300 555 1373) 

• If you’re worried about a child, call 0300 555 1384 
(out of hours 0300 555 1373) 

Nicky Staveley, chief ofcer of GVA, said: “Food has 
proved to be something that has given some people joy 
through this period and others great anxiety. We want 
sustainable food to bring people together from all walks of 
life and to improve their health and wellbeing.” 

How to get our help 

Phone the Community Helpline on 023 9254 5588 
(Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm) 
or go to www.gva.org.uk/coronavirus 
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History projects point the way to the futur 
Two major projects, one looking at the borough’s historic 
sites and one focusing on central Gosport, are aiming to 
preserve our heritage and boost the economy. 

Preserving and enhancing our heritage 
We’re working with Historic 
England (HE) on the best way to 
protect and celebrate our historic 
sites, now that the whole borough 
is an ofcial heritage action zone 
(HAZ). 

One plan is for a new memorial 
at Stokes Bay which would help 
residents and visitors remember the 
role of the area in the Second World 
War, which ended 75 years ago. 

Te idea is to create an area for 
commemoration and contemplation 
that will bring together two 
memorials that are currently separate 
– the stone marking the departure 
of Canadian troops during the 
Allied invasion of France, and the 

tablet marking the construction of 
the Mulberry harbours, used in the 
operation. 

We’ve been working with local 
heritage groups on the project, which 
will need planning permission and 
other approvals. We’ll be consulting 
further on the idea. 

We’re also working on a new 
conservation area for Stokes Bay, 
following research by HE into the 
area’s rich military history. We plan to 
involve residents in this project. 

HE experts have also surveyed 
Browndown North, which has some 
of the best-preserved First World War 
practice trenches in the country. 

HE has been helping local 
schoolchildren learn about the 
trenches, used to train troops for the 
Western Front. 

Meanwhile, our work to preserve and 
open up Bastion No 1 continues. 
By the time you read this, it may 
already be open again as a public park. 
Benches, bins and an information 
board are on the way. 

Te HAZ is a partnership including 
the council, Historic England, 
MoD, Hampshire County Council 
and the Gosport Society. For more 
information go to 
www.gosport.gov.uk/haz or search 
Gosport at historicengland.org.uk 

Brune Park Community School pupils explore the Browndown trenches 
with an Historic England expert 

Tank crews ready to leave for France from Stokes Bay in the 
Second World War 
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Making the most of Gosport town centre 
A £3.2m project to breathe new life 
into Gosport High Street and Stoke 
Road is getting under way following 
confrmation of government 
funding. 

We want to make the most of under-
used historic buildings by encouraging 
new businesses, community spaces, 
cultural activities and housing. 

We’ve been working with Hampshire 
Cultural Trust on the plan for a while, 
well before the pandemic hit. It will 
now play a vital part in helping the 
borough bounce back from lockdown. 

Te focal point of the scheme will 
be a £1.4m redevelopment of the 
Old Grammar School into Gosport 
Museum and Art Gallery, a new 

cultural hub, supported by the 
council, the trust and Hampshire 
County Council. 

Other proposals include: 
• restoration of the stained glass 

canopy at the Royal Arms in 
Stoke Road 

• revitalising the town centre 
market 

• a town centre space for small 
businesses to get support and 
work together 

• a training hub for careers in 
customer services or hospitality 

• more arts and performance events 

Work under way already includes 
brightening up empty shops with 
bright window designs, negotiating 

temporary uses for ‘to let’ properties 
and installing new street banners. 

Cllr Mark Hook, Leader of the 
Council, said: “We have a unique 
town centre which needs this 
investment and these new ideas so 
local people and visitors have lots of 
reasons to be there.” 

Te project will be delivered through 
Historic England’s high street heritage 
action zone programme. 

It’s planned as the starting point 
for wider regeneration, including 
proposals to transform the bus 
station and surrounding area into a 
modern transport hub at the heart of 
a leisure, commercial and residential 
development. 

the way to the future 

Examples of historic buildings in the High Street 
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At Alver Valley Country Park, nature has been 
busy as usual – ofering us a retreat from a 
worried world. Here’s an update from our 
countryside ofcer Fred Gibson. 

Te natural rhythm 
of life goes on in our 
quiet green refuge 

It was an extraordinary start to the year. However, the 
natural world carried on as before, despite what was 
happening in the human world. 

Maybe the animals sensed things were a little quieter 
than usual. Certainly, disturbance by visitors to the 
Wildgrounds nature reserve was at a minimum. Trafc 
noise for a while was so low that the birdsong appeared 
to be unusually raucous, with blackbirds and thrushes 
announcing their territorial rights and hoping to attract a 
mate. 

Work continued in the Alver Valley, as livestock needed 
to be attended to and management, including essential 
repairs, efected. But we did get a few treats whilst under 
lockdown. A rare visitor dropped by which in normal 
times would have attracted huge crowds of keen bird 
spotters: a purple heron, one of only a handful recorded in 
Hampshire. Tis special bird hung around for a couple of 
days before fying of, we assume back to the Continent. 

In the country park it has been a delight to see a wider 
audience enjoying the area in order to get daily exercise. 
Green spaces are renowned for their calming and relaxing 
qualities and it has been encouraging to see so many young 
families taking advantage of the situation and getting in 
touch with the natural environment. 

Te sunny weather of course played its part, both for 
people and wildlife. Butterfies emerged earlier than is 
normal and some exquisite fowers such as the bee orchid 
appeared in areas where they had not been seen before. 
Te parkland is evidently maturing over the years from 
reclaimed land to a special place for wildlife. Sheep shearer Steve gets to work 
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Our fock of Shetland sheep has been busy keeping the 
grass sward down, encouraging wild fowers, but they also 
require some maintenance. Lockdown hair is not a thing 
if you are a woolly animal on a warm and sunny day so a 
suitable barber was employed to attend. 

Of course we did miss visitors to the Wildgrounds after 
it had to close, and normal activities such as conducting 
guided walks and working with groups had to stop. 

Our volunteers were also missed (I am sure some of you 
may be reading this). As I write, we are looking forward 
to reconvening and carrying on as soon as possible. One 
good way to check what is going on is to look at Te Alver 
Valley Facebook page. 

Tere is a lot to discover in the borough’s wilder spaces. 
Be enchanted by buzzing bumblebees and the song of 
the song thrush in Carters Copse. Investigate the grassy 
areas such as Sand Hill for colourful fowers such as grass 
vetchling dancing in the breeze. Find the more hidden 
routes through Zig Zag Bridge, where you may hear the 
plop of a water vole in the stream. 

A map and leafet can be found online to help you fnd 
your way around the park. Just search Alver Valley 
Country Park at www.gosport.gov.uk 

Remember always to enjoy our countryside safely, socially 
distancing and washing hands regularly. And of course, 
adhere to the Countryside Code. 

Work 
continues 
on new café 
Te new toilets and café at the western side of the 
country park are taking shape. 

Te new facility, in Cherque Way, will have a 
Changing Places fully-accessible toilet, and be clad in 
stone to provide a countryside feel. 

A bee orchid A rare visitor: a purple heron 
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Fresh air ftness 
New outdoor gym equipment at 
Stokes Bay means it’s an even better 
place for keeping active in the fresh 
air. 

We’ve installed four pieces of exercise 
equipment along the prom’s ‘golden 
mile’, three of them accessible for 
people using wheelchairs. Tey’re for 
residents of all ages and abilities to 
use, including those who already use 
the route in their exercise routine. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Big issues get 
new boards 

We’ve decided two big issues for the borough – the fght 
against climate change and the building of new homes – 
are so important that they should have their own boards 
of councillors to oversee them. 

Cllr Mark Hook, Leader of the Council, said: “We’re 
planning the biggest council-house building programme 
for a generation, with hundreds of homes being built 
eventually. As a start, over the next three years, we intend to 
build around 100 new homes, a mix of fats and houses, for 

people already living in the borough and on the waiting list. 

“Te new Housing Board will take charge of this, as 
well as making sure that our present council homes are 
maintained and kept up to modern standards. 

“Te new Climate Change Board will be able to look right 
across the council at what needs to be done, from installing 
solar panels to making electric vehicle charging points 
more available.” 

Help us keep the borough tidy 

'Bin it -
don’t sling it!' 

team up to clean up 
Streetscene 

DON’T LITTER 

Our contractors are working very hard to empty bins and deal with litter 
around the borough. Extra staf are deployed during the summer, with 
beaches getting special attention and extra bins. We’re also very grateful to 
the many volunteer litter pickers who help keep Gosport tidy. 

But we still need your help. If you’re out enjoying our open spaces, please use 
one of our 900-plus bins, which are emptied as often as possible. If the only 
available bin is full, please take your rubbish home. To spread the word we’ve 
produced some new posters (see example above). 
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Rubbish and recycling collections 2020/2021 
February 2021 

M T W T F 
1 2 3 4 5 
8 9 10 11 12 

15 16 17 18 19 
22 23 24 25 26 

August 2021 
M T W T F 
2 3 4 5 6 
9 10 11 12 13 

16 17 18 19 20 
23 24 25 26 27 
30 31 

November 2020 
M T W T F 
2 3 4 5 6 
9 10 11 12 13 

16 17 18 19 20 
23 24 25 26 27 
30 

March 2021 
M T W T F 
1 2 3 4 5 
8 9 10 11 12 
15 16 17 18 19 
22 23 24 25 26 
29 30 31 

December 2020 
M T W T F 

1 2 3 4 
7 8 9 10 11 

14 15 16 17 18
 21 22 23 24 25 
28 29 30 31 

April 2021 
M T W T F 

1 2 
5 6 7 8 9

 12 13 14 15 16 
19 20 21 22 23 
26 27 28 29 30 

May 2021 
M T W T F 
3 4 5 6 7 

10 11 12 13 14
 17 18 19 20 21 
24 25 26 27 28 
31 

June 2021 
M T W T F 

1 2 3 4 
7 8 9 10 11 

14 15 16 17 18 
21 22 23 24 25 
28 29 30 

July 2021 
M T W T F 

1 2 
5 6 7 8 9 

12 13 14 15 16 
19 20 21 22 23 
26 27 28 29 30 

September 2021 
M T W T F 

1 2 3 
6 7 8 9 10 

13 14 15 16 17 
20 21 22 23 24 
27 28 29 30 

October 2021 
M T W T F 

1 
4 5 6 7 8 
11 12 13 14 15 
18 19 20 21 22 
25 26 27 28 29 

November 2021 
M T W T F 
1 2 3 4 5 
8 9 10 11 12 

15 16 17 18 19 
22 23 24 25 26 
29 30 

December2021 
M T W T F 

1 2 3 
6 7 8 9 10 

13 14 15 16 17
 20 21 22 23 24 
27 28 29 30 31 

January 2021 
M T W T F 

1 
4 5 6 7 8 
11 12 13 14 15 
18 19 20 21 22 
25 26 27 28 29 

Non-recycling 
(black bin) week 

Recycling 
(green bin) week 

Collections usually due on this 
date will be a day later

 Christmas Tree Collections
 Plus normal collection 

YOUR RECYCLING BIN 
Please include: 

Please only put loose items 
in your bin, don’t put them in 
carrier bags or black sacks. 
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A schoolgirl has warmed the 
hearts of residents and staf at our 
emergency accommodation for 
homeless people. 

Eight-year-old Sophie Penny saved up 
her pocket money for gifts for people 
living in our temporary pods. 

We set up the 30 self-contained pods 
at Walpole Park car park when the 
coronavirus crisis hit. 

Sophie, from Stubbington, arrived at 
the pods with her mum and handed 
over bags containing household 
supplies. 

She enclosed a handwritten note with 
each one, saying: “Hi, I have saved my 
money up for a while so I could buy 
you some essentials. I hope you like 
them.” 

Liam, one of the pod residents, wrote 
a thank-you note, saying: “It was the 
cutest thing ever and made my heart 
melt.” 

Sophie’s mum, Katrina, told 
Coastline: “I saw something about 
the pods on Facebook and Sophie was 
looking over my shoulder. As soon as 

she saw it she said she would have to 
save some money. She saved £40 of 
her own money and we chipped in 
too.” 

Te council will keep funding the 
pods until at least January, while we 
work on a more permanent solution 
to the residents’ housing needs. 

Cllr Graham Burgess, Chairman of 
the council’s Housing Board, met 
Sophie to thank her for her “lovely 
gesture” and to give her a gift voucher. 
He said: “Te council is committed to 
supporting the residents of the pods, 
not just during the pandemic but into 
the future.” 

Although we provided 
accommodation for homeless 
people and rough sleepers before the 
coronavirus outbreak, the pods were 
needed because normal sources of 
temporary accommodation were no 
longer available. 

We also needed to support many 
new clients without permanent, self-
contained homes of their own, so they 
could have somewhere safe to stay and 
could self-isolate if necessary. 

Sophie’s gifts 
bring a smile 

Pod resident Liam with his gift bag 

Te contents of Sophie’s bags 

Kind-hearted Sophie Penny 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

10 Coastline - Autumn 2020 issue - a Gosport Borough Council publication 



GOSPORT BOROUGH COUNCIL - A to Z of services 

Abandoned cars Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Access for the Disabled Building Control 01329 824 823 
Air Pollution Environmental Health 023 9254 5506 
Alcohol Licensing Environmental Health 023 9254 5505 
Allotments Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Asbestos Advice Environmental Health 023 9254 5506 
Beach Barbecues (booking) Economic Prosperity, Tourism & Culture 023 9254 5425 
Beach Huts Housing Services 023 9254 5564 
Beach/Prom (Management) Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Bulky Item Collection Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Building Regulations Building Control (01329) 824823 
Business enquiries Economic Prosperity, Tourism & Culture 023 9254 5723 
Car Parks Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Cemetery - Anns Hill Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Charity Street collections Environmental Health 023 9254 5505 
Citizen of the Year Award Legal, Democratic and Planning Services 023 9254 5340 
Civic Events Legal, Democratic and Planning Services 023 9254 5202 
Coastal flooding Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Coastline Magazine Press & PR 023 9284 1395 
Community Safety Community Safety 023 9254 5241 
Concessionary Travel Hampshire County Council (0300) 555 1376 
Conservation/listed building Legal, Democratic and Planning Services 023 9254 5483 
Council Housing 
- Community Alarms Housing Services 023 9252 9308 
- Housing Options Housing Services 023 9254 5476 
- Housing Repairs Kier Freephone 0800 028 0835 
- Neighbourhood Involvement Housing Services Freephone 0800 328 6958 
- Right to Buy Housing Services 023 9254 5403 
- Sheltered Accommodation Housing Services 023 9254 5453 
- Neighbourhood Management Housing Services 023 9254 5665 
(including rental income) 

Council Tax 
- Benefits Financial Services 023 9254 5325 
- Business Rates Financial Services 023 9254 5470 
- Enquiries Financial Services 023 9254 5470 
Council Meetings Legal, Democratic and Planning Services 023 9254 5340 
Countryside Section Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Crime Prevention Non-Emergency / Emergency 101 / 999 
Dangerous Structures Building Control (01329) 824823 
Dog Fouling Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Dog Warden (lost & found) Environmental Health 023 9254 5596 
Dropped kerb (requests) Hampshire County Council (0300) 555 1388 
Dustbins (emptying) Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Energy efficiency at home Energy Services Team 023 9284 1947 
Flooding (roads) Hampshire County Council (0300) 555 1388 
Food hygiene & safety Environmental Health 023 9254 5507 
Gosport Market Environmental Health (07983) 994071 
Gosport Local Plan Legal, Democratic and Planning Services 023 9254 5461 
Grants 
- Disabled Facilities Hampshire Social Services (0300) 555 1386 
Grass Cutting Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 

Health & Safety 
- At work Environmental Health 023 9254 5507 
Health Education/Promotion Environmental Health 023 9254 5506 
Infectious Diseases Environmental Health 023 9254 5507 
Jobs (council only) HR Services 023 9254 5650 
Land Bookings Economic Prosperity, Tourism & Culture 023 9254 5425 
Land Searches Legal, Democratic and Planning Services 023 9254 5221 
Listed Buildings Legal, Democratic and Planning Services 023 9254 5483 
Litter & Street cleaning Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Lotteries (Registration) Environmental Health 023 9254 5505 
Noise Nuisance Environmental Health 023 9254 5506 
Parks & open spaces 
- maintenance Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
- policy and strategy Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Payments Customer Services  24 hour hotline (0800) 0213 995 
Pest control Environmental Health 023 9254 5506 
Planning 
- applications enquiries Legal, Democratic and Planning Services 023 9254 5483 
- appeals, inquiries Legal, Democratic and Planning Services 023 9254 5414 
- Local Plan Legal, Democratic and Planning Services 023 9254 5461 
Playgrounds Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Pollution Environmental Health 023 9254 5506 
Recycling Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Refuse Centre (Grange Road) General enquiries (0300) 555 1389 
Reprographics and Printing Financial Services 023 9254 5270 
Road Signs Hampshire County Council (0300) 555 1388 
Road Gritting Hampshire County Council (0300) 555 1388 
Roads & pavements Hampshire County Council (0300) 555 1388 
Rubbish collection Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Rubbish - Fly Tipping Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Sale of land & property Housing Services 023 9254 5564 
Slipways Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Sport - pitches Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
- Pools : Splash Park Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
- Pools : Gosport Leisure Park Places for People 023 9253 4950 
Street lights Hampshire County Council (0300) 555 1388 
Street Name Plates Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Taxi Licensing Environmental Health 023 9254 5505 
Toilets Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
Tourist Information Centre Economic Prosperity, Tourism & Culture 023 9252 2944 
Traffic lights Hampshire County Council (0300) 555 1388 
Traffic Regulation Orders Hampshire County Council (0300) 555 1388 
Trees 
- alongside roads Hampshire Country Council 0300 555 1388 
- other trees Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
- preservation orders Legal, Democratic and Planning Services 023 9254 5414 
Voluntary Sector 
- Conservation Groups Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 
- Recreation Groups Economic Prosperity, Tourism & Culture 023 9254 5723 
Voting Legal, Democratic and Planning Services 023 9254 5227/5218 
Wildgrounds Streetscene Freephone 08000 198 598 

How we’re working under 
coronavirus restrictions 
Te best way to fnd information and contact us is online 
via www.gosport.gov.uk or email. 

Or phone us using the numbers above. Please bear with us 
during the current safety measures. Te Town Hall is open 
10am – 2pm, but only for cash payments, or if you’ve been 
given a face-to-face appointment. 

Only the High Street entrance is being 
used, and you may be asked to wait 
outside. You’ll need to wear a face 
covering. Screens are in place. 

You can see council meetings at https:// 
vimeo.com/440920031 
If you want to make a deputation or 
submit a public question please 
contact democratic.services@ 
gosport.gov.uk or 023 9254 5340. 
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Dates for your diary 
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Until Wednesday 7 
October: Microsculpture 
Gosport Gallery, of High Street. 
Insect photography by Levon Biss, 
plus specimens from Hampshire 
Cultural Trust collections. Free, but 
booking needed. 
www.hampshireculture.org.uk 

Saturday 5 September: 
Rotary Club charity auction 
Brodrick Hall, Clayhall Road, 
Alverstoke, 5.30pm. Viewing from 
4pm. £1 entry. Info: 07771 936220. 
Social distancing and limits on numbers 
will apply. Raising funds for Harbour 
Cancer Trust and other Gosport 
Rotary charities. (Apologies if your 
Coastline arrives later in the week of 
delivery and this event has passed.) 

Friday 11 to Sunday 20 
September: Heritage 
Open Days 
Celebrate the stories of the places and 
spaces that are important to you. 
Online events, as well as any 
in-person opportunities possible 
within government safety guidelines. 
www.gosportheritage.co.uk 

Many events are being cancelled, postponed or changed. Keep up to 
date by visiting our Tourist Information Centre, South Street. 

Call 023 9252 2944, email tourism@gosport.gov.uk or fnd them on 
Facebook. Or see www.discovergosport.co.uk 

Advertisement 

To request Coastline in large print, on memory stick, CD, in Braille or in another 
language, or to report a delivery problem, please call (023) 9258 4242. 

www.discovergosport.co.uk
www.gosportheritage.co.uk
www.hampshireculture.org.uk

